Active Reading

There are several ways to be an active reader:

1. Determine your purpose in reading.  If it’s for pleasure or amusement, you can be a passive reader, but you will need to use different techniques if it is for a class.

2. Learn to scan a text for basic information about its subject and organization; skim a text to get the general idea or “gist”; do detailed reading when you have to learn what is in the text.

3. Use the SQ3R technique when studying difficult material.  This stands for Survey, Question, Read, Recall and Review.

4. Four tips for active reading:

· Underline and highlight important parts

· Note key words

· Ask yourself questions about the material

· Prepare your own summaries of what you have read.

5. Be alert for the authors’ transitions and navigation aids.  Learn to recognize sequence signals, such as: “One important cause of…” followed by “Another important factor…” and then: “The final cause of …”  These can help you understand the argument being made and judge whether or not the material makes sense.

6. Be aware of the author’s background and point of view.  Many authors have recognizable bias due to their political, religious, social background, etc.  This is especially true in newspapers, journals and websites.

You will also find helpful information in the Learning Links section of the class wiki!
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