English Articles:  a,  an,  and  the
Use the indefinite article a or an before a countable noun that is being used for the first time.  (Use a before a consonant; an before a vowel.)

Once introduced, all further references to it can be preceded by the definite article the.


The Coast Guard received an SOS.


He spent an hour standing in line.


I have two cars: a Ford and an Audi.


  (The Ford is white, and the Audi is green.)

Use the definite article the in front of any noun the listener or reader already knows about.  Also use the when the existence of something is common knowledge or comes as no surprise because of the context.


Last week a fighter plane crashed into a field but the pilot 

managed to eject safely.

Yesterday I spent the afternoon at home.

I put my clothes into the washing machine and went outside to sit in the garden.

Use the with superlative adjectives and ordinal numbers.


It was the worst day of my life!


He was the third person to arrive.

The Zero Article.  No article is needed before abstract nouns used in a general sense.


Love is all you need.


Crime is a growing problem in the inner cities.

No article is needed before company names, most roads or streets, the names of sports, substances in general.


Microsoft; University Street


I like basketball.


People like to drink milk.

