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Research Essay:  Sample Outline

I.  Introduction


A.  Hook:  A recent news article claimed that taking Algebra II is 

     essential for a student’s success in life, and some high schools 
  
     are making this class a requirement for graduation.


B.  Transition: personal anecdote


C.  Thesis Statement:  The most useful class a high school student 
               can take is not algebra, but typing; therefore, typing should be          
      a required course for all high school students.

II.  Algebra II should not be a required class

A.  Algebra II is very difficult 


1. will bring down GPAs and



2. increase students’ stress.


B.  The skills taught in Algebra II are rarely used after high school 

      except in certain narrow professions.

C.  It makes no sense to require this course for students who plan 


      to major in subjects that do not use it.
III.  All students should take typing

A.  Ten-key typing skills are extremely useful



1.  Word processing college assignments



2.  Business/career applications



3.  A skill everyone should have

IV.  High school is ideal time to study typing

A.  Students can learn it easily


1.  good coordination



2.  flexible brains

V.  Conclusion


A.  Typing class much more useful than Algebra II


B.  High schools should require typing class for all, but keep 

               Algebra II optional


C.  Generations of high school grads will be grateful for this

